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Alfred	WHITE,	a	greaser	in	the	engine	room

Source : https://dianaoverbey.wordpress.com/tag/alfred-white/

32	ans-	machinerie-	embarqué	à	Southampton-	greaser.

"I	was	on	the	whale	deck	in	the	bow	calling	the	watch	that	was	to	relieve	when	the	ice	first
came	aboard.	The	collision	opened	the	seams	below	the	water-line	but	did	not	even
scratch	the	paint	above	the	line.	I	know	that	because	I	was	one	of	those	who	helped	to
make	an	examination	over	the	side	with	a	lantern.	I	went	down	into	the	engine-room	at
12:40am.	We	even	made	coffee,	so	there	was	not	much	thought	of	danger.	An	hour	later	I
was	still	working	at	the	light	engines.	I	heard	the	chief	engineer	tell	one	of	his
subordinates	that	number	six	bulkhead	had	given	way.	At	that	time	things	began	to	look
bad…	I	was	told	to	go	up	and	see	how	things	were,	and	made	my	way	up	a	dummy	funnel
to	the	bridge	deck.	By	that	time	all	the	boats	had	left	the	ship,	yet	everyone	in	the	engine-
room	was	at	his	post.	I	was	near	the	captain	and	heard	him	say,	‘Well	boys,	it’s	every	man
for	himself	now.’"
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